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\/erily, We have sent down the Remembrance
and We will surely guard it [15:9]




In the Name of Allaah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful
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The Qur’aan is the revelation of Allaah to all of mankind and His word which he
conveyed to Jibreel, ‘alayhis-salaam, who in turn conveyed it to Muhammad, sallallaahu
‘alayhi wasallam, the last and final Seal of the Prophets. It is a miracle from Him, the
Exalted and none reads it except that he finds himself struck by its beauty and eloquence.
It began with “Igra! (Recite!)” [al-‘Alag 96:1] and was completed with “Today | have
perfected for you your deen and am pleased with Islaam as a deen (religion) for you...”
[al-Maaidah 5:3]. It is the eternal message from Allaah which is alive in the chests of his
slaves so that time and the plots of its enemies will never erase it.

So let the one who has decided to memorize the Qur’aan rejoice at the many rewards
which await him in the Aakhirah (Hereafter) and those that Allaah will grant him in the
dunyaa (worldly life). ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan, radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, narrated from the
Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu *alayhi wasallam, that he said:

"The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur'aan and teach it”
[Bukharee No. 4693]

This treatise is for all those who yearn to memorize the Qur’aan and to recite it by day
and night, to protect the message of Allaah and keep it alive and radiant in their chests. In
it, I will try to outline as best as | can, the way in which to successfully memorize the
Qur’aan, drawing from my own experiences to guide you along this noble journey.
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Then We gave the Book for inheritance to such of Our Slaves whom We have chosen
[Faatir 35:32]

| pray that Allaah, the Mighty and Exalted, purifies my heart from hypocrisy and that He

makes this deed sincerely for His Face alone. | pray that He grants me Tawfeeq (success)
in explaining to you and that this will benefit and assist you through your journey.
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O my Lord! Expand for me my breast; Ease my task for me; And remove the
impediment from my speech, So they may understand what | say

[Taa-Haa 20:25-28]



PART ONE - Background

The Qur’aan consists of 114 Chapters called Surahs beginning with Al-Faatihah (The
Opening) and ending with Surah an-Naas (Mankind). The longest Chapters are at the
beginning (excluding surah al-Faatihah) and they become shorter towards the end of the
Qur’aan. These Chapters are grouped together into what are called ajzaa (plural of Juz).
There are exactly thirty Juz in the Qur’aan and every Juz is further subdivided into
Ahzaab (plural of Hizb). Each Hizb is in turn, split up into quarters.

When memorizing the Qur’aan, some people choose to start at the beginning (i.e. with
the long chapters). This is something that | feel is less productive and takes longer to
complete the full memorization of the Qur’aan. It is better to begin memorizing at the
end of the Qur’aan with Surah an-Naas and work towards al-Bagarah. This is because the
small chapters at the end have short aayaat (sentences) and a very strong rhythm so it
makes the memorization very easy and the recitation light on the tongue. As you
memorize more, the aayaat in the following surahs become gradually longer so you are
able to progress gradually too.

If you have yet to reach your mid twenties, you should hasten yourself to complete your
memorization of the Qur’aan. Studies indicate that the golden years of memorization are
between five and twenty-three. Beyond this age, the capacity of the brain to memorize
starts to diminish as its faculties of understanding blossom and ripen.

"Knowledge in childhood is like engraving on rocks, and learning in adulthood is like
engraving on water".

Having said this, those of you who are past this age limit should not despair. If you are
truly sincere and motivated to achieve your goal, Allaah will make the path easy for you.
There are many stories of old women (as old as eighty) who have memorized the
Qur’aan in their old age.



PART TWO - Preparation

Before actually starting to memorize the Qur’aan, there are several things that must be
fulfilled:

Purifying one’s Intention

This is the first and most important thing we should begin all our deeds with. We
should question ourselves as to why we want to memorize the Qur’aan? What is
it that we seek from it? Are we doing it solely for the sake of Allaah, Exalted be
His Name, and His Pleasure?

If the answer to these questions are contrary to Islaam, then one’s memorization
of the Qur’aan will not benefit him in this Dunyaa or in the Aakhirah. On the
contrary, it will be a proof against him and a means for his entering the HellFire.
Allaah, the Exalted, says in the Qur’aan:
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And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad, sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wasallam), as it was to those (Allaah's Messengers) before you: "If you join others

in worship with Allaah, (then) surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you wiill
certainly be among the losers. [az-Zumar, 39: 65]

And in an authentic Hadeeth Qudsee:

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (radhiyallaahu ‘anhu), who said that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: Allah (glorified and exalted be He) said:

I am so self-sufficient that | am in no need of having an associate. Thus he who
does an action for someone else's sake as well as Mine will have that action
renounced by Me to him whom he associated with Me. [Muslim, Ibn Maajah]

You must realize that the journey to becoming a haafidh is not a quick, easy one.
Rather it requires hard work and a lot of time. It is not something that will
happen overnight. This is why you find many people give up or lose their drive
after a while. So if you are truly serious about embarking upon this road, you will
need to equip yourself with enough dedication and perseverance to last you the
entire journey. Do not let Shaytaan divert your attention with other futile
pursuits.

Constantly examine your heart and strive to purify your intention. And there are
many ways to achieve Ikhlaas (sincerity), one of which is through:

Du’aa (Supplication)



In an authentic Hadeeth, the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam,
was reported to have said:

“Du’aa is the weapon of the believer.” [Abu Daawood]

In this day and age, many Muslims have underestimated the power of Du’aa,
whereas whenever a calamity struck the early pious generations of Muslims, their
first resort was to direct their face to the Lord of the Worlds and supplicate to
Him for help.

Therefore, my dear brother and sister in Islaam, follow in their sublime footsteps
and supplicate to Allaah, the Almighty, to grant you Ikhlaas, to purify your heart
from shirk, nifaaq, pride and arrogance and to fill it with the light of faith.

Also, supplicate to Allaah to aid you in this task and make it easy for you and to
keep you steadfast along the way.

Find yourself a teacher

As with many sciences of Islaam, the Qur’aan must be learnt orally from another
person who has already memorized the Qur’aan or recites very well. This was the
way the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, learnt it from Jibreel,
‘alayhis-salaam, and it was also the way the Companions, may Allaah be pleased
with them all, learnt from the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam.
Do not let Shaytaan fool you into thinking that you can achieve this on your own.
This applies to those who speak Arabic as well as those who do not. For non-
Arabs, it is imperative you have a teacher to correct your pronunciation of the
letters. For the Arab, although you are at a slightly greater advantage than your
non-Arab brother, you still require a teacher to listen to your recitation and
correct your mistakes because the language of the Qur’aan is richer and more
eloquent than any Arab dialect existing today and many of the grammatical and
rhetorical rules used in colloquial Arabic (as well as Classical Arabic) do not apply
to the Qur’aanic Arabic.

Another benefit of having a teacher, particularly one who has already memorized
the Qur’aan, is that he/she will inspire and motivate you to persevere in your
own memorization. Your heart will yearn to possess and achieve what your
teacher has been able to and this is from the permissible and praiseworthy forms
of envy known as al-ghibtah (given that you do not wish for his blessing to be
taken away from him):

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar, radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, narrated that the Prophet Muhammad
(blessing and peace of Allah be upon him) Said: "Do Not to wish to be the like of
except two men. A man whom Allah has given the knowledge of the Book and he
recites it during the hours of the night, and a man whom Allah has given wealth,
and he spends it in charity during the night and the hours of the day." [Bukhaaree
No. 4691]



Unfortunately, it is sad to see that here in the West, it is very difficult to locate a
Qur’aan teacher. If you are unsuccessful in finding one, | advise you to listen to
the recitation of a very good, well-known reciter whose recitation is clear and
easy to follow. Although most of us prefer to listen to the more melodious
reciters, when learning the Qur’aan, it is best to choose a reciter who is not too
melodious and who recites at a relatively slow pace. This is because it is easier to
listen to and to distinguish the letters as well as the rules of recitation as opposed
to a faster reciter or one who is very melodious.

| personally would recommend one of the following:

‘AbdulBasit ‘Abdus-Samad (not the extremely slow recitation)
Mahmood Khaleel Al-Hosaree

‘Alee ibn 'AbdurRahmaan al-Hudhayfi

Muhammad Siddeeq al-Minshawy

Stick to one reciter rather than switching between several. This is because it aids
one’s memorization as will be explained later inshaaAllaah.

Obtain a copy of the Mushaf

Find yourself a copy of the Mushaf with a script which you can read easily. Select
a small sized Mushaf (A5/A6) which you can carry around in your bag.

It is important that you memorize from one Mushaf only. When | began to
memorize the Qur’aan, | read this in many places and could not understand why
it was being stressed so much. But you will come to realize my dearest brother
and sister, as | did, that different Masaahif (plural of Mushaf) have different scripts
and as a result, the order of the aayaat on the pages are slightly different. If one is
accustomed to the layout of one Mushaf, his memorization will be easier because
the human brain memorizes with the sight as much as it does with hearing.



PART THREE : The Principles of Qur’aan Memaorization

1. Formulate a memorization timetable.

This is the first practical step to memorizing the Qur’aan. Sit down with a pen and
paper along with a calendar and your Mushaf and draw up a timetable. This
timetable should include a daily target of Aayaat for you to commit to memory
and you should stick to it unconditionally.

It is important that you are aware of your limitations. Some of us are able to
memorize more aayaat in a shorter time whereas others require a longer time to
memorize less. Memory capabilities differ from one person to the other.
Therefore, do not attempt to overload your brain with too much when you
know you cannot handle it. This will not benefit you and will only confuse you.
From my own experiences, there are times when | was memorizing a surah that |
loved a great deal and due to my over-zealousness to commit that surah to
memory, | was impatient and attempted to memorize it in the space of a day or
two. This was a big mistake because when it came to reviewing it, | realized | was
confused and this confusion made me lose the strength | had on areas | had
memorized before that. Having said this, you will find that some surahs are much
easier to learn than others and you may end up memorizing 2/3 days of your
timetable in one day! The beauty of the Qur’aan is that the more you have
memorized, the easier it becomes to memorize. So if you set off memorizing a
handful of aayaat a day, you will find eventually you will be memorizing pages
per day inshaaAllaah.

Therefore, set realistic targets for yourself and ask someone close to you to
monitor your progress and to make sure you have completed the targets on your
timetable everyday.

There are some sample timetables | have drawn up for my friends for you to look
at in the Appendix. Use these as templates and guides to formulate your own one
inshaaAllaah.

2. Repeat, repeat, repeat....

Once you have your timetable, you must repeat your daily target over and over
again as this is the only way to commit it to your long-term memory. This
repetition should be as frequent as possible (refer to the next section for further
advice on this). The repetition should also be done melodiously in accordance
with the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu *alayhi wasallam, and also
because a rhythmic pattern helps the brain to recall what it has stored in memory.
It aids in spotting mistakes through identifying any breaks or inconsistencies in the
rhythm.

3. Learn the meaning and tafseer of the Aayaat.

Even if you do not have any understanding of the Arabic language, | strongly
advise that you purchase an English translation of the Qur’aan (the best | know of



is the translation of Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan & Dr. Muhammad Tagqi-ud-
Deen al-Hilali by Darussalam) and you look up the translation of every aayah you
are memorizing. Compare the Arabic text with its English counterpart.
Additionally, if you wish, purchase a book of tafseer (Abridged Tafseer ibn
Katheer by Darussalam) and read up the explanation of the aayaat.

Learning the meaning behind the aayaat is very useful as it helps one to
understand and when one understands, the heart will be more aware when
reciting. The presence of the heart strengthens the memorization further.

It is worth pointing out here that it is futile to memorize the English translation
before setting off on memorizing the Arabic. This is a common practice of non-
Arabs and | strongly advise against it. In practice, this may be possible for short
surahs but it cannot be applied to the longer chapters of the Qur’aan. Memorizing
the English will only mean you are wasting unnecessary ‘memory space’.

Perfect one portion before moving to a new one.

This is a very important rule and many neglect this due to impatience and over-
zealousness as | mentioned earlier. You must take hold of your nafs and not let
yourself fall short in fulfilling this. It will benefit you in the long run as you will be
firmly grounded in what you have memorized so that when you begin to
memorize new material, you will not easily forget the old. If you neglect this
principle, you will find yourself having to re-memorize those portions which you
were hasty in completing. This will only hinder your progress as you will be
spending double the time you should have on that portion. Therefore, | cannot
stress the importance of fulfilling this and from the sign of having perfected your
memorization is being able to recite it flowingly without having to stop and think
for some time about what comes next.

When memorizing long surahs, you will be memorizing them in portions
therefore, it is important that you are able to link together all these sub-parts from
beginning to end so they flow smoothly.

Test your memorization by reciting to others.

Find yourself a memorization partner or someone who is willing to listen to you
recite and test your memorization. This should be someone who is able to read
Arabic quite well even if they do not have any background in Tajweed (the
Science of Qur’aan Recitation). The purpose behind this is to correct any mistakes
in your memorization NOT recitation as this will require a Tajweed Teacher.

It is a shame that nowadays not many people are willing to offer their time to
listen to their brother/sister recite to them whereas the Sahaabah would
implement this amongst themselves. Whether he/she was the reciter/listener, both
were eager to sit together and recite/listen to the Words of Allaah. There is
reward for both of them.

In an authentic Hadeeth narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah,
radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, said:
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“...No people gather together in one of the houses of Allah, reciting the Book of

Allah and studying it among themselves, except that tranquility descends upon

them, mercy covers them, the angels surround them, and Allah makes mention of
them amongst those who are in His presence....” [Muslim No. 2699]

For the listener, your listening to your brother and aiding him in his journey to
become a haafidh will bring with it immense reward and Allaah alone can
enumerate the extent of His Blessings upon you. Every aayah you help him to
memorize, there will be a reward with Allaah waiting for you. There is also
benefit in listening to the Qur’aan for your heart and your eemaan.

Allaah says in the Qur’aan:

RNAR P PRIR P “°\.au\Jsl\Lg<)a\a\j

- &~ o0

Osen )

So when the Qur’aan is recited, listen to it with attention, and be silent that
you may receive Mercy.

[al-A’raaf 7:204]

And He also says:
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And We send down from the Qur'aan that which is a healing and a mercy to
those who believe, and it increases the Dhalimin (polytheists and wrong-
doers) nothing but loss.

[Al-lsraa 17:82]
Thus you find The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, who was the most

proficient reciter of the Qur’aan, used to ask his Companions to recite to him.
Likewise, we find many narrations of the Sahaabah asking one another to recite
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from the Book of Allaah so they may benefit from its admonitions and draw
closer to Him.

‘Abdullaah ibn Mas'ood reported: The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi
wasallam) asked me to recite the Qur'aan. He said: Messenger of Allaah, (how)
should | recite to you whereas it has been sent down to you? He (the Prophet)
said: | desire to hear it from someone else. So | recited Surah al-Nisaa till | reached
the verse: How then shall it be when We shall bring from every people a witness
and bring you against them as a witness?" (verse 41). | lifted my head or a person
touched me in my side, and so | lifted my head and saw his tears falling (from the
Prophet's eyes). [Muslim No. 1750]

Pay special attention to similar Aayaat.
Allaah says in the Qur’aan:
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Allaah has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur'aan), its parts

resembling each other in goodness and truth, oft repeated.
[az-Zumar 39:23]

As you memorize more of the Qur’aan, you will come across many aayaat which
are similar to previous ones. This may occur in different surahs or even within the
same surah several times. Those who study the Qur’aan in detail state that almost
a third of the Qur’aan consists of aayaat which bear similar resemblance. Some
aayaat may be exactly the same except for a letter or two so you need to pay
extra attention when you come across these aayaat. Learn them well and make
sure you are able to differentiate between them so you do not confuse an aayah
from one surah for that in another. This is something that will only be perfected
through constant practice and reviewing. SO once again, it is worth re-iterating
here what was mentioned in the fourth principle. If you memorized properly and
perfected each part you have memorized to the best of your abilities, you are less
likely to become confused at similar aayaat.
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PART FOUR : The Way to review the Qur’aan

Forgetting the Qur’aan

Once you have began your memorization, you will need to constantly review what you
have memorized previously whilst memorizing the new material. This is an ongoing task
which has no end, not even when you have memorized the Qur’aan in its entirety. You
must co+
nsolidate what you know and never stop doing for the Prophet, sallallaahu *alayhi
wasallam, said;

“Secure (your memorization of) the Qur’aan, for it escapes more easily than a camel does
from its fetter.”
[Al-Bukharee n0.5033 and Muslim no.791]

And he, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, also said:

“The likeness of the one who memorizes the Qur’aan is that of the owner of a hobbled
camel. If he tends to it regularly, he will keep it, but if he lets it go, he will lose it.”
[Bukhaaree No. 5031]

“It is not right for any one of you to say, ‘I have forgotten such and such.” On the
contrary, he has been made to forget. Try to review the Qur’aan, for it is more likely to
escape from men’s hearts than camels.”

[Bukhaaree No. 5032]

“The Qur’aan is either a proof for you or a proof against you.” [Muslim No. 223]

To forget the Qur’aan (be it a small portion or large one) after having memorized it is a
great loss indeed. Some of the Pious Predecessors (such as Muhammad ibn Sireen, as-
Suyooti, Imaam an-Nawawee (rahimahumullaah)) would hold this to be a major sin and
considered it so grave that they would not even speak to the person who forgot the
Qur’aan. It is a sign of your negligence of the Qur’aan and a manifestation of your
ungratefulness to Allaah for the great bounty He has granted you. A bounty which many
of His slaves dream to have but do not. Yet by His mercy He chose to bestow it upon
you and you fail to acknowledge the greatness of what you have been given.
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And the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) will say: "O my Lord! Verily, my people deserted

this Qur’aan (neither listened to it, nor acted on its laws and orders).
[al-Furgaan 25:30]

The memorizer of the Qur’aan is called a haafidh. From the other meanings of this word
is protector because one who memorizes the Qur’aan is a protector of the revelation of
Allaah which he carries in his chest. Allaah says in the Qur’aan:

12
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Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'aan) and surely, We wiill
guard it (from corruption).
[al-Hijr, 15:9]

When the Sahaabah decided to compile the Qur’aan together into a Book, they turned to
the huffaadh (memorizers of the Qur’aan) to find out what the words of Allaah were.
They had carried and protected Allaah’s revelation and because of this (by His
Permission) we have the book of Allaah with us today.

Allaah says in the Qur’aan:
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Verily, We shall send down to yau a weighty Word
[al-Muzammil, 73: 5]

Thus if you truly appreciated the greatness of the Qur’aan and what it is you were
carrying, you will never allow yourself to forget even one aayah of the Qur’aan.

The main reason for forgetting the Qur’aan is indulging in sin as will be explained later.
But first, we will explore the various ways in which to review the Qur’aan, strengthen
what you have memorized and ensure it does not depart.

Ways to review the Qur’aan
e Reciting in Salaah (Prayer)

During Ramadhaan, the recitation in the taraweeh prayers begin at al-Bagarah, the
first chapter of the Qur’aan, and throughout the month, they continue in order till
surah an-Naas, the last chapter of the Qur’aan. Thus, what | do and advise you to
do, is to implement a similar routine in your daily fardh (obligatory) prayers.
Regardless of how much you have memorized, try to recite from the uppermost
surah you have memorized and throughout your daily prayers, continue from
where you last left off until you get to the end of what you have memorized.
Once you reach the end, start again from the top and work your way down and
continue in this cyclic manner indefinitely, adding any new chapters you
memorize along the way.

e Utilizing Tahajjud and Fajr

Allaah, the Exalted, says in the Qur’aan:
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And recite the Qur’aan in the early dawn (i.e. the morning prayer). Verily, the
recitation of the Qur’aan in the early dawn is ever witnessed (attended by the
angels in charge of mankind of the day and the night). And in some parts of the
night (also) offer the Tahajjud Salaah (prayer) with it (i.e. recite the Qur’aan in the
prayer), as an additional prayer for you (O Muhammad SAW). It may be that
your Lord will raise you to Magadman Mahmdda (a station of praise and glory, i.e.
the highest degree in Paradise!).

[al-Israa, 17: 78-79]

And He says:
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Verily, the rising by night (for Tahajjud prayer) is very hard and most potent
and good for governing (the soul), and most suitable for (understanding) the

Word (of Allaah).
[al-Muzammil 73:6]

And He says about His Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam;
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Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand (to pray at night) a little less than two-
thirds of the night, or half the night, or a third of the night .... So, recite you of
the Qur’aan as much as may be easy for you.

[al-Muzammil 73:20]

The above aayaat show the praised station that lies in waking up for the Tahajjud
prayer. Not only does it help to consolidate what you have memorized, but it
also brings you closer to your Rabb, purifies you from sin, increases you in
understanding of the wisdom of the Qur’aan, rids your heart of hypocrisy and fills
it with the light of Ikhlaas. The blessings of Tahajjud cannot be enumerated in
words and it is only through observing Tahajjud that you yourself can begin to
truly appreciate its treasures and to understand why the Pious Predecessors would
be so vigilant in its application. It is even more so important for the carrier and
student of the Qur’aan to wake up for Tahajjud because what he possesses in his
chest should manifest itself on the outside through actions such as Tahajjud which
many of the common people find difficult to observe. For this reason, ‘Abdullaah
ibn Mas’ood, radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, said:

“It is desired that the reciter of the Qur’aan (i.e. one who has memorized it)
knows his nights (i.e. gets up for Tahajjud) when the people are sleeping, and his
days when people are awake, and by his crying when people laugh and by his
silence when people are in vain discourse.”

And Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, rahimahullaah, said:
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“ ‘Azeezun ‘alayya (i.e it is heavy or something shocking to me) that the dunyaa
(the world) melts the hearts of men whose chests comprehend the Qur’aan.”
[From a recorded lecture titled: Min-Ma’eenil Imaam Ahmad by Shaykh ‘Abdul-
‘Azeez al ash-Shaykh]

Thus, the person of the Qur’aan must have a noble, sublime character that others
can look to and be inspired from. He should not pursue the desires of the
common people and race after the dunyaa and its adornments for he is a man
who understands the worthlessness of what is before his eyes. His heart is longing
for the abode of the Aakhirah and the rewards which Allaah has in store for those
who die having the Qur’aan on their chests and strove to abide by its teachings. It
requires willpower and self-discipline to better your character and Tahajjud is a
powerful means to achieve these.

Another blessed time is the time of Fajr (Dawn). You should aim to wake up as
soon as Fajr starts and after completing your prayer, stay awake until sunrise
reciting the Qur’aan, reviewing and memorizing for there are many blessings in
the hours of Fajr as the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, said:

“O Allah! Bless my Ummabh in its early rising!” [Tirmidhee]
Listening to audio recitation

The human brain does not only memorize through reading or reciting, it also
memorizes through hearing. Therefore, use all your sensual faculties to aid your
memorization because this will only make it stronger.

Invest in a walkman/mp3 player (or alternatively one of the many digital
Qur’aans being sold nowadays) and listen to the recitation of the surah you are
memorizing as well as those you have successfully committed to memory
whenever you are not doing anything. For example, if you are walking, waiting
for the bus, eating, or if you are like me and it takes you a long time to fall asleep,
listen to some Qur’aan for a few minutes and review your memorization. In this
way, you are making good use of every second you have.

Periodical Reviews

Just as you have formulated a memorization timetable, you should formulate a
periodical routine for reviewing the Qur’aan. What | mean by a periodical review
is a time when you would review everything you have memorized from
beginning to end by reciting to another person (you will need your teacher or
memorization partner or anyone who is willing to listen to you). This is a simple
task when you have memorized about five Juz or so and if you fall in this
category, your periodical review should be daily. Review them everyday after Fajr
or Maghrib Salaah as | find these are the best times to do this. Some of you may
think this is too much to ask but if you sincerely want to memorize the Qur’aan,
you will need to put in these hours to succeed. Students of the Qur’aan from
other countries have to do much more than this and | honestly believe this is not
an impossible task to achieve. If you have other commitments such as school or
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university, then spread the daily revision over two segments so you do half in the
morning and the rest in the evening.

When you have memorized more than this, you may need to spread out your
revision over several days and this will differ from person to person. However, as
a rough guide, for one who has memorized the whole Qur’aan, he should review
the entire Qur’aan in this way at LEAST once every week and this is really pushing
it. For this person, | personally recommend he reviews a third of the Qur’aan
EVERY DAY, so that every three days he completes reviewing the entire Qur’aan.

Striving to Implement its teachings

As with any field of study, putting into practice what you learn is a very effective
way to reinforce it. The same applies to the Qur’aan. Putting into practice its
teachings and relating its admonitions and parables with the state of what is
around you is an effective way to strengthen your memorization as the memorizer
of the Qur’aan will unconsciously recall aayaat from the top of his head and relate
it to any situation he finds himself in. So for example, in Surah al-Hujuraat, Allaah

says:
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O you who believe! Avoid much suspicions, indeed some suspicions are sins.
[al-Hujuraat 49:12]

So when he finds himself in a situation where he is in doubt about something and
his mind begins to wander, he recalls this aayah and abstains from letting the
whisperings of Shaytaan get any further.

Or when he finds his mother asking him to do something but he is reluctant to, he
recalls the statement of Allaah:
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And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be
dutiful to your parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life,
say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in terms

of honour. And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through
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mercy, and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up
when | was small."
[al-lsraa 17: 23-24]

And he hastens to fulfill her wishes and tend to her needs.

Or when he finds himself about to speak ill of his brother, he recalls the many
aayaat about this and takes hold of his tongue before uttering anything. Or when
he is about to give Sadagah (Charity), he recalls the many aayaat of the rewards
of Sadagah and his heart is filled with hope for the Promises of Allaah. Or when
he commits a sin and his heart is burdened and heavy with guilt, he hears the call
of Allaah:
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Say: "O 'Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by
committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allaah, verily Allaah
forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[az-Zumar 39:53]

And he races towards the vast mercy of Allaah.

The Qur’aan, if you implement it to the best of your abilities, will transform you
both inside and out. Thus we find that the best of this nation in character was the
Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, who was the most knowledgeable in the
Qur’aan. This is why when ‘Aaishah, radhiyallaahu ‘anhaa, was asked about his
character, she replied saying:

“His character was the Qur’aan.” [Al-adab al-Mufrad, No. 308]
And Allaah affirms this in the Qur’aan;
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And verily, you (O Muhammad SAW) are on an exalted standard of character.
[al-Qalam 68:4]

Thus, the Qur’aan will do the same for you if you strive to act upon its teachings
just as Allaah has said:
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Verily this Qur’aan guides to that which is most just and right
[al-Israa 17:9]
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Just as it is important to implement the Qur’aan, it is also important to reflect

upon it because the Qur’aan was sent to bring life to the hearts through reflection
as He says:
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Sf’uu‘This is) a Book(the Qur’aan) which We have sent down to you, full of

blessings that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men of understanding
may remember.
[Saad 38:29]
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And We have indeed made the Qur’aan easy to understand and remember, then
is there any that will remember (or receive admonition)?
[al-Qamar 54: 17, 22, 32, 40]
And He says about those who do not reflect upon the Qur’aan:
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Do they not then think deeply in the Qur’aan, or are their hearts Iocked up (from
understanding it)?
[Muhammad 47:24]
Therefore, train yourself to implement the Qur’aan and spend time reflecting on
it’s admonitions & parables. You will find this is a means of aiding your revision
inshaaAllaah a means to increase your eemaan.
Striving to abstain from sin
It is narrated that Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee, rahimahullaah, complained of his weak
memory to his teacher al-Waaki’ee. His teacher told him to abstain from sin
because the knowledge of the Deen is the Light of Allaah and He would never
bestow His Light to a sinner.

Allaah says in the Qur’aan:
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And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have
earned. And He pardons much.
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[ash-Shuraa 42:30]

Due to this, ad-Dhaka Masochism said: "There is no one who learnt the Qur'aan
and then forgot it except due to a sin that he committed.”

Therefore strive to abstain from sin as much as you can and busy yourself with
good actions, because Shaytaan loves the lazy ones and the procrastinators. The
more you busy yourself with righteous actions and abstain from sin, the more
knowledge Allaah will bestow upon you because He, Exalted be His Name, has

said:
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So fear Allah; and Allaah will teach you
[al-Bagarah 2:282]
One last tip....

Most people who decide to start memorizing the Qur’aan focus solely on that:
memorizing. So they will only recite those portions they have memorized or those
they are currently memorizing. They do this because they think they should spend
every moment with the Qur’aan on memorizing so that they can complete the
entire Qur’aan quicker.

I do not advise this at all. Rather this is something | believe is a grave error and
one neither of us should fall into. You must not stop or put aside reciting the rest
of the Qur’aan in your pursuit to become a haafidh. Every single person who
wants to memorize the Qur’aan should recite one juz per day preferably after Fajr
Salaah. This is a daily minimum that all of us, not just those wanting to memorize
the Qur’aan should do. It is not a difficult thing to do and you will find that you
become closer to the Qur’aaan, improve your recitation, and when you come to
memorize a particular portion, you will find it easier because your mind and
tongue has some recollection and familiarity with it.
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PART FIVE — Tajweed and its role in Memorization

The term Tajweed refers to the science of Qur’aanic Recitation. Literally it means
‘betterment’ and this is exactly what this science does, it improves the recitation of its
student. It is one of (if not the easiest) sciences of this religion and so you find even very
young children are taught Tajweed. Therefore every single one of us should pursue the
path of studying Tajweed for it is an obligation upon all those who recite the Qur’aan.
The Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu *alayhi wasallam said:

Beautify the Qur’aan with your voices (for a fine voice increases the Qur’aan in beauty).
[Bukharee]

And He, sallallaahu *alayhi wasallam also said:

He who does not recite the Qur’aan in a pleasant tone is not of us. [Bukhaaree and Abu
Daawood]

When we hear a beautiful recitation, our hearts become softened and inclined towards
the Qur’aan. This is why the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, praised the
Sahaabah who had excellent recitation and he also said;

Truly the one who has one of the finest voices among the people for reciting the Qur’aan
is the one whom you think fears Allah when you hear him recite.
[Daarimee and at-Tabaraani]

And regarding this Allaah, the Exalted, has said:
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And recite the Qur’aan (aloud) in a slow, (pleasant tone and) style.
[al-Muzammil 73:4]
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Those (who embraced Islaam from Banu Israaeel) to whom We gave the Book [the
Taurat (Torah)] [or those (Muhammad's Peace be upon him companions) to whom We
have given the Book (the Qur’aan)] recite it (i.e. obey its orders and follow its teachings)

as it should be recited (i.e. followed),
[al-Bagarah 2:121]

These Ahaadeeth and aayaat indicate that it is an obligation to recite with Tajweed.
Muhammad bin al-Jazaree, the great author of the poem al-Jazariyyah (known as the
Tajweed poem because it summarizes all the rules of Tajweed in one poem) said about
Tajweed:

“And applying Tajweed is an issue of absolute necessity,

Whoever doesn’t apply Tajweed to the Qur’aan, then a sinner is he.”
[Al-Mugaddimah feemaa ‘ala gaari’ihi an yu’allimahu]
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Imaam ibn al-Jawzee, rahimahullaah, adds to this in his commentary of the following
aayah:
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And the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) will say: "O my Lord! Verily, my people deserted

this Qur’aan (neither listened to it, nor acted on its laws and orders).
[al-Furgaan 25:30]

He said that this aayah may have two possible meanings. Firstly, that they did not believe
the Qur’aan or practice its teachings. Or secondly, that the people recited the Qur’aan in
an unpleasant manner and thus made the Qur’aan sound like some useless speech. We
find the latter to be a very common practice of the Muslims nowadays. They recite the
Qur'aan with no presence of the heart or mind, but rather their mouths move
mechanically while their hearts are asleep so they do not benefit from its admonitions. Or
you will find that you go to the Masjid to pray in congregation and the Imaam will recite
so fast that you can barely make out what he is saying! How can we be so disrespectful to
the Qur’aan when we know it is the words of Allaah and our Lord is speaking to us
through it? Allaah says in the Qur’aan:
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Jﬁ'ﬁ-‘iVerily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a heart or gives ear while he

is heedful.
[Qaaf 50:37]

It has reached us in many narrations that the Prophet, sallallaahu *alayhi wasallam, would
recite in a slow, rhythmic tone. He gave every single letter its due right and his heart was
always present and humbled by the Speech of Allaah and so it moved him to tears

because the message of the Qur’aan is so powerful that even the mountains, which
possess no soul, cannot bear it:

UALQ A PR e I F P i (N KV
m‘ Had We sent down this Qur’aan on a mountain, you would surely have

seen it humbling itself and rending asunder by the fear of Allaah.
[al-Hashr 59:21]
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Truly, We did offer Al Améanah (the trust or moral responsibility or honesty and all the
duties which Allaah has ordained) to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but
they declined to bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allaah's Torment). But man
bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to himself) and ignorant (of its results).
[Al-Ahzaab 33:72]

Tajweed involves studying the correct pronunciation of the Arabic letters, observing and
applying their characteristics as well as the rules of recitation that are associated with each
letter. It is in essence a practical science rather than a theoretical one and so one cannot
study it simply from reading books. Although purchasing a book to teach you the
Tajweed rules is recommended and helpful, it will not necessarily guarantee that you will
apply those rules practically in the correct way in which they were intended. It is essential
for anyone wanting to learn Tajweed to find himself a teacher who can correct his
recitation and show him how to recite correctly. This was the way of the Prophet,
sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, who learnt the Qur’aan with Tajweed from Jibreel, ‘alayhis-
salaam. It was also the way of the Sahaabah who took it orally from the Prophet,
sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, and in this way, the Qur’aan has been transmitted from
generation to generation and preserved in the hearts of the Believers.

In the time of the Sahaabah there was no need to define the rules of Tajweed because the
Qur’aan was their mother tongue and they knew quite well how to recite it. However, as
Islaam began to spread over the earth, the non-Arab Muslims, due to their foreign
tongue, corrupted the meaning of the Qur’aan by not pronouncing the letters or reciting
correctly. So to preserve the beauty and meaning of the Qur’aan, the scholars took it
upon themselves to define the rules of Tajweed for careful study so as to not corrupt the
eternal message it carries.

Therefore, a serious student of the Qur’aan, one who is serious about memorizing
Allaah’s Book should study Tajweed along the way because the correct recitation of the
Qur’aan is more incumbent upon him than anyone else. Learning Tajweed will also aid
your memorization and consolidation of the Qur’aan a great deal. This is because you
will become more proficient in your recitation and thus you will recite in a more
rhythmic, melodious tone and as a result of this, you will become more familiar with the
rhythmic pattern of the chapters in the Qur’aan.

So to re-emphasise what has been mentioned earlier, you must find a teacher in order to
learn Tajweed. You may then invest in a book or audios that will teach you the rules of
Tajweed to further your understanding of what you learn with your teacher. There are
many books available on the market in Arabic and for non-Arabs, the best book | have
come across is ‘Tajweed Rules of the Qur’aan’ by Kareema Carol Czerepinski.

It is also helpful to listen to audios of a proficient reciter (especially the four mentioned
previously) and listening attentively to how they apply the rules.

Another useful tool for learning Tajweed is the poem by Imaam al-Jazaree known as al-
Jazariyyah. Nowadays, this poem can be found sung melodiously on tapes (refer to the
Appendix for the Arabic Text of the poem). It is useful to memorize this poem and study
it as it serves as a very quick reference of the Tajweed rules.

The Types of Qiraa’ah
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There are ten types of Qiraa’ah (recitations) and each has a chain of transmission leading
back to the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam. Whichever one you choose to study is
correct and neither is more correct than the other. The most popular recitation is that of
Hafs from ‘Aasim ibn Abee Najood al-Koofee, who was from the Taabi’een, the first
generation of Successors after the Sahaabah. Imaam Aboo Haaneefah was taught by
‘Aasim and Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said he preferred the Hafs recitation after that of
Warsh, which today is the second most widely taught Qiraa’ah. Warsh is the name given
to Aboo Sa’eed ‘Uthmaan ibn Sa’eed al-Misree who learnt it from his teacher Naafi’ al-
Madanee, the teacher of Imaam Maalik, rahimahullaah.

The other readings are not as widespread but they do exist and some Muslims have learnt
all ten recitations of the Qur’aan.

What is ‘Taghannee’?

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah, radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, who narrated that the Messenger
of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, said: "Allah does not listen to a prophet as He
listens to a prophet who recites the Qur’aan in a pleasant tone." The companion of the
sub-narrator (Abu Salama) said, "It means, reciting it aloud." [Bukhaaree No. 4689]

And in another narration, "Allah does not listen to a prophet as He listens to a prophet
who recites the Qur’aan in a loud and pleasant tone." [Bukhaaree No. 4690]

Taghannee is the permissible type of melodious recitation which must be implemented
when reciting the Book of Allaah. As the above Ahaadeeth clearly indicate, this recitation
must be done in a loud tone. However, it is important to note that this melody should be
natural and not resemble the sound of music in any way, whether it is through the use of
musical instruments or not, as this is haraam. It is also impermissible to alter the words of
the Qur’aan by adding, taking away, elongating or shortening the letters in order to
achieve a more melodious rhythm. There should be no artificial alteration of one’s
natural tone when reciting the Qur’aan but exerting extra effort to increase it in beauty is
permissible as occurs in the following Hadeeth;

Abu Moosa al-Ash’aree said to the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallam, “If | had known
(you were listening), | would have made it more beautiful for you,”

It is reported that the Pious Predecessors used to recite the Qur’aan in a sad, slow,

melodious tone and they would speak out harshly against those who deviated from this
form of recitation by exaggerating the natural tone of their voice.
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PART SIX — Ahaadeeth about the Rewards and Virtues of the Haafidh

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar, radhiyallaahu ‘anhu, narrated that the Prophet Muhammad
(blessing and peace of Allah be upon him) Said: " Do not wish to be the like of except
two men. A man whom Allah has given the knowledge of the Book and he recites it
during the hours of the night, and a man whom Allah has given wealth, and he spends it
in charity during the night and the hours of the day." [Bukhaaree No. 4691]

Abu Musaa al-Ash’aree narrated that the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wasallam, said: "The example of him (a believer) who recites the Qur’aan is like that of a
citron which tastes good and smells good. And he (a believer) who does not recite the
Qur’aan is like a date that is good in taste but has no smell. And the example of a
dissolute wicked person who recites the Qur’aan is like the Rayhaana (sweet basil) which
smells good but tastes bitter. And the example of a dissolute wicked person who does not
recite the Qur’aan is like the colocynth that tastes bitter and has no smell. [Bukhaaree No.
4686 and Muslim, 1743]

It was narrated from ‘Aa’ishah that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said: “The one who recites the Qur’aan and learns it by heart, will be with the noble
righteous scribes (in Heaven) and the one who exerts himself to learn the Qur’aan by
heart and recites it with great difficulty, will have a double reward.” [Bukhaaree N0.4607
and Muslim No0.1745]

Abu Umaamah used to say: “Read the Qur’aan and do not be content merely to have
these Masaahif (copies of the Qur’aan) hanging up. Allaah will not punish a heart that has
memorized and understood the Qur’aan.” [ad-Daarimee No0.3185]

It was narrated that ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar said: “When the first muhaajiroon (emigrants)
came to Quba’, before the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) came (to Madeenah), Saalim the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah used to lead them in
prayer, and he was the one who knew the most Qur’aan.” [Bukhaaree No.6714]

It was narrated that Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullaah (may Allaah be pleased with them both) said:
“The Prophet would wrap two of the men slain at Uhud in a single cloth, then he would
ask, ‘Which of them knew more Qur’aan?’ If one of them was pointed out to him, he
would put that one in the lahd (niche in the side of the grave) first. And he said, ‘I will be
a witness over these people on the Day of Resurrection.” He commanded that they
should be buried with their blood, without being washed, and that no funeral prayer
should be offered for them.” [Bukhaaree N0.1274]

It was narrated from ‘Aamir ibn Waathilah that Naafi’ ibn ‘Abdal-Haarith met ‘Umar in
‘Usfaan, and ‘Umar had appointed him as governor of Makkah. ‘Umar said, “Who have
you appointed in charge of the people of the valley?” He said, “lbn Abza.” ‘Umar asked,
“Who is Ibn Abza?” He said, “One of our freed slaves.” Umar said, “Have you appointed
over them a freed slave?!” He said, “He is well-versed in the Book of Allaah and he has
knowledge of the laws of inheritance.” ‘Umar said: “Your Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Indeed, by this Book, Allaah would exalt some people and
degrade others.”” [Muslim No.1780]
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‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “This Qur’aan is a
banquet from Allaah, so take as much of it as you can. | know of nothing more devoid of
goodness than a house in which there is nothing of the Book of Allaah. The heart in
which there is nothing of the Book of Allaah is as desolate as a house in which nobody
lives.” [ad-Daarimee N0.3173]

It was narrated from ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “It will be said to the companion of the Qur’aan (i.e., the one who
memorized and studied it): ‘Read, advance in status and recite as you used to do in the
world, for your status will be commensurate with the last aayah that you recite.””
[Tirmidhee N0.2914; hasan saheeh Hadeeth. Al-Albaanee said in Saheeh al-Tirmidhee, no.
2329, it is hasan saheeh. Also narrated by Abu Dawood No.1464]

It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said: “The Qur’aan will come on the Day of Resurrection and will say, ‘O
Lord, adorn him.” So he will be given a crown of honour to wear. Then it will say, ‘O
Lord, give him more.” So he will be given a garment of honour.” Then it will say, ‘O Lord,
be pleased with him.” So Allaah will be pleased with him. Then it will be said to him,
‘Recite and advance in status, and for each verse you will gain one more hasanah (reward
for good deed).” [Tirmidhee N0.2915; hasan saheeh Hadeeth. Al-Albaanee said in Saheeh
al-Tirmidhee, 2328, this is hasan]

Buraydah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “l was sitting with the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and | heard him say: ‘Learn Surah al-Bagarah, for
learning it is a blessing and neglecting it is regret, and the magicians cannot contend with
it.” Then he kept quiet for a while, then he said, ‘Learn Surah al-Bagarah and Aali ‘Imraan,
for they are the zahraawaan which will shade the one who learns them on the Day of
Resurrection, as if they are two clouds, or two rows of birds spreading their wings. The
Qur’aan will meet its companion on the Day of Resurrection when his grave is opened
for him, looking like a pale man, and it will say to him, ‘Do you know who | am?’ He
will say, | do not know you.’ It will say to him, ‘Do you know who | am?’ He will say, |
do not know you.’ It will say, 'l am your companion the Qur’aan, who made you thirsty
on hot days and kept you awake at night. Every merchant will benefit from his trade, and
today you will benefit too.” He will be given power in his right hand and immortality in
his left, and on his head will be placed a crown of dignity. His parents will be given two
garments the like of which could never be made by the people of this world and they will
say, ‘How did we earn these?’ It will be said, ‘Because your child learned the Qur’aan.’
Then it will be said to him, ‘Read and go up through the levels and rooms of Paradise. He
will keep on ascending as long as he reads or recites.”” [Reported by Imaam Ahmad,
21892; classed as hasan by Ibn Katheer; see also al-Silsilat al-Saheehah by al-Albaanee, No.
2829]

It was narrated that Abu Mas’ood al-Ansaari said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The people should be led in prayer by the one
among them who has the most knowledge of the Book of Allaah; if they are equal in
knowledge of the Qur’aan, then by the one who has most knowledge of the Sunnah; if
they are equal in knowledge of the Sunnah, then by the one who migrated (made hijrah)
first; if they are equal in terms of hijrah, then by the one who became Muslim first. No
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man should lead another in prayer in his domain of authority, or sit in his place in his
house, except with his permission.” [Muslim No. 1420]

It was narrated that Abu Umaamah al-Baahili said: “l heard the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say, ‘Recite the Qur’aan, for it will come on
the Day of Resurrection to intercede for its companions. Recite the two bright ones, al-
Bagarah and Surah Aali ‘Imraan, for they will come on the Day of Resurrection like two
clouds or two shades or two flocks of birds in ranks, pleading for those who recite them.
Recite Surah al-Bagarah for to take recourse to it is a blessing and to give it up is a cause
of grief, and the magicians cannot confront it.” [Muslim No.1757]

It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The Qur’aan will come on the Day of Resurrection like a pale
man saying to its companion, “Do you recognize me? | am the one who made you stay
up at night and made you thirsty during the day...” Then he will be given dominion in
his right hand and eternity in his left, and a crown of dignity will be placed upon his
head, and his parents will be clothed with garments which far surpass everything to be
found in this world. They will say, “O Lord, how did we earn this.” It will be said to
them, “Because you taught your child the Qur’aan.” [at-Tabaraani in a/-Awsat, 6/51]

It was narrated that Buraydah said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Whoever reads the Qur’aan, learns it and acts in accordance
with it, on the Day of Resurrection his parents will be given a crown to wear whose light
will be like the light of the sun, and his parents will be given garments which far surpass
everything to be found in this world. They will say, “Why have we been given this to
wear?” It will be said, “Because your child learned the Qur’aan.” [al-Haakim No0.1/756]

26



APPENDIX 1 — Sample Memorization Timetable

Day Surah/s Aayaat Completed?
1 lto 12
2 al-Qiyaamah 13to0 20
3 21to 40
4 1to 10
> al-Muddath-thir 111039
6 31to 42
7 43 to 56
8 1to9
9 al-Muzzammil 10to 19

10 20
11 lto7
12 81013
13 al-Jinn 14t0 18
14 19t0 24
15 25 to 28
16 lto4
17 51010
18 Nuh 11to 20
19 21to 25
20 26 to 28
21 1to 10
22 11to 21
23 al-Ma'aarij 221035
24 36 to 39
25 40 to 44
26 1t08
27 9to 12
28 13t0 18
29 al-Haagqah 19to 24
30 25 to 37
31 38 to0 43
32 44 10 52
33 1t09
34 10to 16
35 17 to 25
al-Qalam

36 26 to 33
37 34 to 43
38 44 t0 52
39 lto4
40 5108
41 al-Mulk 9to 15
42 16 to 19
43 20to 24
44 2510 30
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APPENDIX TWO - al-Jazariyyah Tajweed Poem
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